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Insolence punished without respect of Persons. 



in 



ever attentive to her calls : his hand 
is always out-stretched between her 
and danger : his person is ever seen 
where she commands; and he con- 
siders life only worthy of enjoying 
in her service. Hear it, ye nations 
of the earth ! ttvs is the true pa- 
triot, who, having rendered his 
country every assistance in his pow- 
er, and who, having sacrificed world- 
ly interest on the altar of philan- 
thropy, for her sake, at last, still ac- 
tuated by the same noble zeal, as- 
cends the scaffold to promote, her 
welfare, lays down his head on the 
fatal block, and resigns into the 
hands of angels, in the sight of his 
distracted parent, that immortal soul, 
which animated through a glorious 
life, the minion of heaven, the fa- 
vourite of mankind, and the conse- 
crated idol of posterity, 

Augustus. 
Belfast, 1813. 



71 the Proprietors of tie Belfast Magazine. 

TDEADING in your last Number 
■*■ the anecdote of the savage bar- 
barity of a County of Carlow 'squire, 
it brought fresh into my recollection 
a circumstance which occurred in the 
North about seven years ago : a cir- 
cumstance which served to show the 
different feelings of the peasantry of 
this part of the country, to those in 
the South of Ireland ; the cause of 
which, as has been very properly 
pointed out by the Edinburgh re- 
viewers, can be nothing but the abo- 
minable and oppressive laws made 
Against Popery. Nor is it at all sur- 
prizing that seventy or eighty years' 
severe oppression should blunt the 
feelings of the Catholics of the South, 
and make them submit to such sa- 
vage treatment without a murmur. 
Many instances have we heard, 
where, on even applying to the laws 
far redress ef similar outrages, they 



have been defeated, and the original 
wrong made greater by the expense 
of a law-suit. In this part of the 
country, however, where the bulk 
of the peasantry is made up of the 
privileged class, when recourse baa 
been had to the law for redress, even, 
by the poor, aga'nst their superiors, 
justice has had its course. 

The same laws which have de- 
graded the Catholic to a level with 
beasts of burthen, have bad a ten- 
dency to inflate their Protestant 
lords and masters with pride and 
arrogance, and. to induce them, with- 
out compunction, to exercise over 
them a species of tyranny, better 
calculated for the meridian of Con- 
stantinople, than for that of a coun- 
try which boasts- of the blessing of 
the glorious British constitution. Had 
Mr. Wakefield reflected for a* mo- 
ment, he need not have gloried in 
the name of Englishman : for had 
he thought of the real cause of the 
passiveness of the injured man, he 
should rather have blushed to own 
the country where such infamous 
laws originated. 

The circumstance to which I have 
alluded was as follows : On the 
death of a highly respected dignified 
clergyman, the living was conferred 
upon a gentleman who resided in 
the County of Kerry, and who with 
-his family came to live in the North. 
Shortly after he settled here, and 
before the dispositions of the peo- 
ple were well known to him or 
his family, one of his sons, a smart 
young buck, happened one day in 
hunting, to be annoyed by the bark- 
ing of one of those small dogs, s© 
common in this couotry. On which 
he dismounted, and threw stones at 
the dog. A young man, son to the 
owner of the dog, remonstrated with 
the gentleman for abusing the ani- 
mal ; and in terms to which he had 
not been accustomed in his native 
county, from any person in the ha- 
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bit of a peasant. His resentment, 
therefore, changed its object, and 
from throwing stones at the dog, he 
tet about inflicting summary punish- 
ment on the lad with bis whip. 
A senile ensued, in which the hat of 
the yonng farmer fell off, which was 
seized by the hero of the turf, and 
carried off in triumph. Not satisfied 
however, with carrying off the hat, 
he deliberately took out his knife, 
at»d cut ft into small pieces. In this 
foolish transaction he was aided and 
abetted by a yonog man of the 
neighbourhood, who might have been 
better acquainted with the conse- 
quence of such an outrage ; but who, 
it was supposed by those who knew 
him, conceived that the rank of his 
companion, authorised them to treat 
so low a person even more harshly. 
The father of the lad who had 
suffered the assault, was not dis- 
posed to ' submit in so quiescent a 
■manner as Mr. Wakefield's Cartow- 
man : he immediately caused his 
son to lodge examinations against 
the parties concerned; which exa- 
minations were not returned to the 
quarter sessions, but to the assizes. 

The' culprits were soon after 
brought to trial, and fully convicted 
of the assaalt. The judge, {who, 
by the bye, was that day to dine 
with the father of the young gentle- 
man from Monster.) expatiated 
largely upon rise enormity of 'the. 
ofifcnce, and told them, it was Iris 
intention to fine them in twenty 
pounds each, but that, provided they 
satisfied the prosecutor, the tine 
should be mit'ga'ed ; which, on their 
so doing, was reduced to 6(1. each. 

By the issue of this trial, the young 
man from Kerry was taught the dif- 
ference between the disposition and 
spirit of the peasantry of the North 
of Ireland, and that of Muhster ; and 
it appeared to have a most salutary 
effect upon him, for on his descend- 
ing the steps of the touu house, he 



roundly swore, that " the next dog 
that barked at him, he would, in- 
stead of throwing stones at him, tak* 
oft' his hat to him !" 

A Juror on tnb Case. 



To the Proprietor* of Oe Belfast Mognrxo, 



THERE it no station in life which 
has been held up to mankind 
as so truly -enviable, as that of th« 
peasant : philosophers, poets, and 
novelist*), the two last in particular, 
have always represented bis huintU 
Mate as really happy, being, accord- 
ing to them, free from that " sea of 
troubles," which oftentimes over- 
whelms us in our perambulation* 
through life. 

Numerous indeed are the rbapso* 
dies and . pastorals that have been 
written on this subject, both in prose 
and verse; the latter .are commonly 
singularly delusive in their xiescr^p- 
tious. The personages presented in 
both, are usually much the same, 
viz. whistling pToughmen, singing 
milk-maids, laughing hay makers, 
and sentimental shepherds. The 
three first are mostly described as 
jolly, thoughtless mortals, who sing 
and whistle through life, " for want 
of thought;" and the latter eithef- 
toying about through fields or mea- 
dows, with some sweet nymph, dr 
leclining on a bank enamelled with 
cowslips and violets, or at least 
daisies and primroses, by some purl- 
ing v stre.»n, which,- if the shepherd 
happen to be love-lorn, as is very 
often the case, meanders pensively 
ower the pebbles, sweetly sympa- 
thetic to his tender woes! Jt is, 
also, ten to one, but the fish, if it 
contain any, cease to be playful, 
being deeply affected at seeing bioi 
grieve ! As for his flock, and the 
" little warblers," both are sure to 
be mute, 01 uttering plaintive sounds 



